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New York offers comprehensive new testing site map
On Sunday, the governor’s of-

fi ce posted a site where people 
can fi nd coronavirus test sites 
by ZIP code. Access it at https://
coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-
test-site-near-you. 

Per the site, “New York state 
continues to increase testing ca-
pacity for COVID-19 on a daily ba-
sis. The guidance below enables 
New York state to prioritize re-
sources to meet the public health 
need. Individuals who have ques-
tions regarding eligibility or ac-
cess for testing should call the 
New York state COVID-19 hot-
line at 1-888-364-3065 or visit the 
NYSDOH website https://covid-
19screening.health.ny.gov.

“Please call the testing site or 
your health care provider before 
you go for testing.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced New York has doubled 
testing capacity to reach 40,000 
diagnostic tests per day, and en-
couraged eligible New Yorkers 
to visit the new website to fi nd a 
nearby testing site.

“Throughout this entire pan-
demic, testing was key to control-
ling the virus and now it will be 
key to monitoring the virus as 
we begin reopening in regions 
across the state,” Cuomo said. 
“New York has worked aggres-
sively to build a massive state-
wide sample collection network 
and is now testing more than any 
state or country per capita, but 
our new problem is we have more 
sites and capacity than we’re actu-
ally using. The more New Yorkers 

get tested, the better – and we are 
going to ensure to all individuals 
who will return to the workplace 
in phase one of our reopening 
plan have access to testing, and 
we are launching a new website 
to make it easier for New Yorkers 
to fi nd nearby testing sites.”

This announcement comes 
three weeks after the governor 
announced an agreement for the 
state to work with the federal 
government to grow New York’s 
daily testing capacity from 20,000 
tests a day to 40,000 tests a day.

The state’s diagnostic testing 
criteria now includes all individu-
als who would return to the work-
place in phase one of the state’s 
reopening plan. New Yorkers 
eligible for diagnostic testing now 
include: 

√ Any individual who has CO-
VID-19 symptoms; 

√ Any individual who has had 
contact with a person known to 
be positive with COVID-19; 

√ Any individual who is subject 
to a precautionary or mandatory 
quarantine; 

√ Any individual who is em-
ployed as a health care worker, 
nursing home worker or fi rst re-
sponder; 

√ Any essential worker who 
directly interacts with the public 
while working; and 

√ Any individual who would 
return to the workplace in phase 
one of the state’s reopening plan.

New Yorkers can visit corona-
virus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-test-
ing and enter their address to 

view a list and a map view of the 
nearest testing sites. The state 
has also partnered with Google 
Maps to display testing site re-
sults. New Yorkers can search 
“COVID testing near me” on 
Google Maps to easily fi nd the 
nearest testing sites.

Cuomo said, “On the reopening 
strategy, we’ve said all along that 
it’s data driven and a big piece 
of the data-driven strategy is the 
testing component.”

Speaking Wednesday on LCTV, 
Niagara County Legislature 
Chairwoman Becky Wydysh 
said, “We know that, as we con-
tinue to test more people, those 
numbers for the overall infection 

rate continue to decrease in the 
area. Again, that is good news; 
that means that what we have 
been doing is working. And we 
can see better where we stand 
when more individuals are tested; 
that gives us better data to make 
decisions by. 

“We’ve seen quite a bit of ex-
pansion of testing in the area 
over just the last few weeks, and 
the Niagara County Department 
of Health has put together a list 
for you of all those testing sites 
that are available within Niagara 
County.”

She explained, “If you want to 
get tested I suggest that you do. 
Guidelines are very broad now as 

far as who can be tested. The gov-
ernor encourages everyone to 
get tested; especially individuals, 
of course, who have symptoms 
should be tested as soon as pos-
sible. Those of you who are front-
line workers and around a lot of 
people, already, should be getting 
tested, and any individual who is 
ready to go back to work in the 
phase one reopening process, the 
governor tells us, is now eligible, 
as well.

“Obviously, testing and those 
numbers that we get back is a ma-
jor component in the reopening 
of Western New York and our re-
gion, and those metrics from the 
governor that we need to meet.”

Western New York now in phase one of reopening; houses of worship 
can begin to welcome people back in small numbers

Gov. Andrew Cuomo gave West-
ern New York the OK to enter 
into phase one of his “New York 
Forward” reopening on Tuesday. 
Nonessential services have been 
closed since March 20, when 
Cuomo put “New York State on 
PAUSE” to slow the spread of 
COVID-19. In broad terms, phase 
one allows the reopening of con-
struction; agriculture, forestry, 
fi shing and hunting; retail – limit-
ed to curbside or in-store pickup 
or drop-off; manufacturing; and 
wholesale trade.

The governor is using seven 
metrics based on guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and the World Health Organiza-
tion to determine New York’s re-
opening process.

At Roswell Park Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center on Monday, 
Cuomo said, “We’re opening 
regions that have hit the data 
points; hit the metrics. … It’s 
been a long, painful period, but 

we (Western New York) start to 
reopen tomorrow.”

When Are the Next Phases?
So, what comes next? Cuomo’s 

“New York Forward” reopening 
plan states, “Each region will re-
open businesses in phases, with 
at least two weeks in between 
each phase. This allows state and 
local leaders to monitor the ef-
fects of the reopening and ensure 
hospitalization and infection rates 
are not increasing before moving 
to the next phase and permitting 
more economic activity. 

“The phase-in plan prioritizes 
businesses considered to have a 
greater economic impact and in-
herently low risks of infection for 
the workers and customers, fol-
lowed by other businesses con-
sidered to have less economic 
impact, and those that present a 
higher risk of infection spread. 
Additionally, when phasing-in 
reopenings, regions must not 
open attractions or businesses 

that would draw a large number 
of visitors from outside the local 
area.”

Cuomo said it will still be some 
time before groups of 10-plus 
can gather together at sporting 
events or tourist locations. Pres-
ently, these activities fall into cat-
egory four.

“You have a couple of hundred 
people, and you have one person 
who is infected, you have a prob-
lem,” the governor said.

Speaking to the Buffalo Niag-
ara Partnership Monday morn-
ing, Western New York’s “control 
center” head, Lt. Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul, said, “As we start getting 
into the other phases … if we 
start slipping in the metrics and 

how we’re doing with respect to 
the rate of infection, we’re going 
to have to stay in that phase and 
not get to the next one. 

“And we really want to get to 
each phase in a systemic manner 
every two weeks. We have the 
opportunity, but that all comes 
down to whether or not the pub-
lic and employees and others are 
being really smart about these 
protocols.”

Cuomo explained, “Fourteen 
days is the guideline, because it’s 
basically the incubation period of 
the virus. It will show up in about 
14 days. … It’s a pure function of 
management of numbers.”

What About Large Gatherings?
The governor noted, “I also 

have been encouraging major 
sports teams to plan reopening 
without fans, but the games could 
be televised. New York state will 
help those major sports franchis-
es to do just that. Hockey, basket-
ball, baseball, football – whoever 
can reopen, we’re a ready, willing 
and able partner. 

“Personal disclosure, I want to 

watch the Buffalo Bills.”
On Wednesday, Cuomo an-

nounced religious gatherings of 
no more than 10 people would 
be allowed statewide where strict 
social distancing measures are 
enforced and all participants 
wear masks. Additionally, drive-
in and parking lot services would 
also be permitted beginning 
Thursday.

The governor announced the 
state is convening an Interfaith 
Advisory Council to discuss pro-
posals to safely bring back reli-
gious services.

“I understand their desire to 
get back to religious ceremonies 
as soon as possible. As former al-
tar boy, I get it,” Cuomo said. “I 
think even at this time of stress 
and when people are so anxious 
and so confused, I think those 
religious ceremonies can be very 
comforting. But we need to fi nd 
out how to do it, and do it safely, 
and do it smartly. The last thing 
we want to do is have a religious 
ceremony that winds up having 
more people infected. 

“A religious ceremony by defi -
nition is a gathering. … It’s a 
large number of people coming 
together. We know from New 
Rochelle, Westchester, the fi rst 
hotspot, that religious ceremo-
nies can be very dangerous. So, 
we all want to do the same thing, 
the question is how do we do it, 
and how do we do it smartly and 
effi ciently. I will be talking with 
members of the religious com-
munity on doing just that; and 
I’m sure we can come up with a 
way that does it, but does it intel-
ligently.”

Courtesy of LCTV
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SEE PHASE ONE, continued on Page 13
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